The emerald tree frog, Rhacophorus prasinatus Mou, Risch and Lue, 1983 (=/?. smaragdinus Lue and Mou, 1983) , has had an uncertain taxonomic status. When first described, it was thought to be closely related to R. chenfui, currently placed in Polypedates (Jiang, Hu and Zhao, 1987) , on morphological grounds and to P. leucomystax on account of genetic similarity. Having examined the external physical structure, muscular structure and stained skeletons of specimens from the type locality, I conclude that this species should be classified in Polypedates in accordance with the definitions and criteria set forth by Liem (1970) and Jian et al.( 1987) Mou, 1983 The two junior synonyms share the same holotype and bear the same publication year.
However, the Rhacophorus prasinatus has priority. It was published on 30 December 1983 in Alytes 2(4) which was mailed on that date, as indicated in the journal. Although R. smaragdinus has the same publication date in the Journal of Taiwan Museum 36(2), I have learned from the editor, S. F. Hung, that the mailing date of this issue was 17 January 1984. This supports a previous arbitrary adoption of the first junior synonym (Frost, 1985) .
In general, Polypedates and
Rhacophorus species can be distinguished from the other treefrogs by the Y-shaped terminal phalanx and absence of anterior horns of the hyoid (Liem, 1970) . The species in Taiwan (Fig. 1 
